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(5) Emergencies, including the use of
the ripcord (may be simulated).

[Doc. No. 11802, 38 FR 3161, Feb. 1, 1973, as
amended by Amdt. 61–77, 51 FR 40704, Nov. 7,
1986; Amdt. 61–79, 52 FR 17277, May 6, 1987;
Amdt. 61–490, 56 FR 11325, Mar. 15, 1991]

§ 61.109 Airplane rating: Aeronautical
experience.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(h) of this section, an applicant for a
private pilot certificate with an air-
plane category rating must have at
least the following aeronautical experi-
ence:

(1) At least 20 hours of flight instruc-
tion from an authorized instructor, in-
cluding at least—

(i) 3 hours of cross-country flight.
(ii) 3 hours of flight at night, includ-

ing ten takeoffs and ten landings for
applicants seeking night flying privi-
leges.

(iii) 3 hours in airplanes in prepara-
tion for the private pilot practical test
within 60 calendar days prior to that
test.

(2) At least 20 hours of solo flight
time, including at least-

(i) 10 hours of flight in airplanes;
(ii) 10 hours of cross-country flight;

and
(iii) Three solo takeoffs and landings

to a full stop at an airport with an op-
erating control tower.

(b) Each flight required by paragraph
(a)(2)(ii) of this section must include—

(1) A landing at a point more than 50
nautical miles from the original depar-
ture point; and

(2) One flight of at least 300 nautical
miles with landings at a minimum of
three points, one of which is at least
100 nautical miles from the original de-
parture point.

(c) An applicant who does not meet
the night flying requirement of para-
graph (a)(1)(ii) of this section may be
issued a private pilot certificate bear-
ing the limitation ‘‘night flying prohib-
ited.’’ The limitation may be removed
if the holder of the certificate shows
that he or she has met the require-
ments of paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this sec-
tion.

(d) Except as provided in paragraph
(e) of this section, a maximum of 2.5
hours of instruction in a flight simula-
tor or flight training device represent-

ing an airplane from an authorized in-
structor may be credited toward the
total hours required by paragraph (a)
of this section.

(e) A maximum of 5 hours of instruc-
tion in a flight simulator or flight
training device representing an air-
plane may be credited toward the total
hours required by paragraph (a) of this
section if the instruction is accom-
plished in a course conducted by a
training center certificated under part
142 of this chapter.

(f)–(g) [Reserved]
(h) Except where fewer hours are ap-

proved by the Administrator, an appli-
cant for a private pilot certificate with
an airplane rating who has satisfac-
torily completed an approved private
pilot course conducted by a training
center certificated under part 142 of
this chapter need have only a total of
at least 35 hours of pilot flight time in
aircraft, flight simulators, or flight
training devices.

[Doc. No. 26933, 61 FR 34554, July 2, 1996]

§ 61.111 Cross-country flights: Pilots
based on small islands.

(a) An applicant who shows that he is
located on an island from which the re-
quired flights cannot be accomplished
without flying over water more than 10
nautical miles from the nearest shore-
line need not comply with paragraph
(b)(2) of § 61.109. However, if other air-
ports that permit civil operations are
available to which a flight may be
made without flying over water more
than 10 nautical miles from the nearest
shoreline, he must show that he has
completed two round trip solo flights
between those two airports that are
farthest apart, including a landing at
each airport on both flights.

(b) The pilot certificate issued to a
person under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion contains an endorsement with the
following limitation which may be sub-
sequently amended to include another
island if the applicant complies with
paragraph (a) of this section with re-
spect to that island:

Passenger carrying prohibited on flights
more than 10 nautical miles from (appro-
priate island).

(c) If an applicant for a private pilot
certificate under paragraph (a) of this
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